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students serving at DFP
On Friday, April 27, twelve students from Covenant
Christian High School came to Amazing Grace/
Dalton’s Food Pantry as a part of their Gone Servin’
2018. The students worked inside of the building
organizing the play area upstairs, where we have
games and toys for the children to play. Some of the
students did yard work by planting flowers and still
other students built and painted 6 picnic tables. We
are grateful to have been chosen as one of the
recipients for the outreach of Covenant Christian High
School Thank you for your love and hard work!

On Tuesday, May 8, seven students from Cardinal
Ritter High School came to Dalton’s Food Pantry as a
part of their Community Outreach 2018. The students
worked outside unloading and organizing the
donation we received from OrthoIndy (see page 3 for
more details.) We are grateful to have been chosen
as one of the recipients for the outreach of Cardinal
Ritter High School and we are thankful that these
students graciously and willingly served. Thank you to
each one of you for your love and hard work!

By: J.R. Dalton
Just the other day I was looking in a storage unit
and found a beautiful large picture frame with all
the friends, staff and volunteers that had came to
serve Jesus Christ on this special holiday season.
The date was December 20, 2008. Dalton’s Food
Pantry had just completed a record Christmas crowd
of Christmas with Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus and all
the Elves.
I found myself in an emotional moment of tears as I
looked in great detail at the photo of over 70
beautiful people. The question that was thick in my
spirit was, “Where, Lord, did they all go?” Multiple
questions I was asking myself. “Why did they leave
and never return.” I found myself in my office
crying, asking God, “What did I do wrong?”
One disappointment I have had in ministry is
watching people come to Dalton’s Food Pantry to
serve, get excited for a time then disappear. I spend
energy, money and a big heart on people. I grow to
love them like Christ would. I get excited about
them and boom, suddenly they are nowhere to be
found. They are in the church or ministry one day—
out the next. What happened to them? Why do
they leave? Some of the people in the photo
showed up, did everything in the ministry, traveled
with Dalton’s, served weekly - maybe burn-out took
over in their lives.
Maybe someone said something that offended
them, after all, I call a pig a pig. I don’t have time to
sugar coat anything. I don’t need any more friends,
I need to get you to heaven. Don’t love me, love
Jesus. So maybe injury took place.
These people got distracted by seemingly good
things in the world, playing travel sports, love of fast
lane, over time chasing money, not God. Bad habits
start with just a little “poop sin”. Maybe divorce or
remarriage, or the move to a new community and
never see Jesus again in their life, a life change
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affect. Maybe they don’t feel good about
themselves, they have made some bad mistakes
in life,
embarrassed to
return back to
our ministry.
Some of these
people had an
agenda - they
were pursing an
issue or a
position and
when their
demands weren’t
met and they
couldn’t
overpower the
system, they left.
The power struggle we all go through in life.
Some of the people never connected with others
at Dalton’s on a deeper level; as a result they
never really felt a “part” of the ministry.
I want all of my people to become disciples. Why
do they leave? God only knows - maybe much of
this is out of our control. But the more I know,
the more I feel I can help people and I am in the
people helping business. I love to serve. I love to
spoil people.
In a perfect world, you wish everyone who comes
to Dalton’s Food Panty would stay forever. But
the reality is on this side of heaven, people come
and go, not just to Dalton’s, but everywhere.
Think about it, you’ve switched gyms, and
supermarkets, bought and sold cars, homes,
switched jobs.
Usually when people leave a ministry or church,
it’s because there a problem, a disagreement or a
conflict of some kind. I have found that every

time you make progress in the ministry, you’ll lose people. Press on with Jesus or else you’ll be paralyzed
by focusing on man and not the King.
But even if the handful of people who might leave the ministry are
unappeasable, the people you need to reach are far greater in number
than those you’re trying to keep.
I don’t burn bridges with those leaving. I thank them for their time
serving, but I won’t sacrifice the mission for the sake of a handful of
people who don’t like the future at Dalton’s Food Pantry.
My challenge of course, is to reach more people than I lose and to keep
unnecessary departures to a minimum. At the end of the day, it’s not
about how many Dalton’s fed, it’s about lives being changed by sharing
the good news about Jesus Christ and just how great He is, the King of
kings and Lord of lords. Saving souls is our #1 goal.
God Bless You,
J.R. Dalton
P.S. In the photo, only 6 people presently serve at Dalton’s (5 are family). Even Santa Claus waved good
bye. Press on J.R. with Jesus.
A BIG shout out to OrthoIndy! We can’t thank you enough for the generous donation!
This is, by far, the largest donation the Dalton’s Food Pantry has ever received and it’s from OrthoIndy. For the past
two years, every March/April OrthoIndy does a food drive and donates 100% to Dalton’s Food Pantry. When we
were contacted this year, Cynthia Parks told us that she expected there to be over 22,000 items! There are just no
words! There were two locations that collected the food and it took two trips on the truck to pick up everything
that was donated.
A very big THANK YOU to everyone who donated. We are extremely grateful that you chose Dalton’s Food Pantry
and to help the people we serve.
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Dalton’s Food Pantry compassionately touches lives in being the
hands and feet of Jesus, by providing essential necessities and
pursuing souls in planting seeds of love, hope and
encouragement for the assured growth which is promised in God
through whom all things are possible.

DALTON’S FOOD PANTRY
3326 W. 10th STREET
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46222

WWW.DALTONSFOODPANTRY.COM
317.955.2581

DALTONSFOODPANTRY@GMAIL.COM

317.513.2613

What have you done for GOD today?

additional dalton’s food pantry ministries

ripe n ready
In June, we will enter our third year in business at Ripe N
Ready! Ripe N Ready is located at 2725 W. Washington
Street, the corner of Washington and Warman. At Ripe N
Ready we sell fresh fruits and vegetables at a very
discounted price. This business is an extension of the
Dalton’s Food Pantry ministry in that all of the
proceeds go directly back to the community,
so when you shop at RNR, you are helping the
community. We have also teamed up with
churches - by tithing 10% of sales from your
church ‘s congregation right back to your
church. If you’re interesting in knowing more,
please contact the office at 317-955-2581.
Our store hours are Monday-Friday 9:00 am5:00 pm and Saturday 9:00 am-3:00 pm. If you
haven’t stopped in yet, won’t you consider
coming by to see how we can help you?

amazing grace
What is so Amazing about grace?



Friday night program from 6:00 pm - 8:30
pm at 440 Ketcham.
Tuesday night Bible study from 6:00 pm 8:00 pm at 440 Ketcham.
We need volunteers to help
share the love of Jesus with
these children who so
desperately are seeking Jesus
with their heart. Could you
spare a couple of hours, provide
food or support us financially?
Or is there something else God
is putting on your heart? Help
us help them!
God Bless!

